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Message from Pastor September 2017 
 
Dear fellow students of God's holy Word, grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  
 
I've been talking a lot about the Catechism lately. September 13th, we will begin Wednesday School, where 
the students will study Luther's Small Catechism. And September 10th we will begin our study of Luther's 
Large Catechism in Adult Bible Study (8:45 AM), which I ask everyone to attend. So, what is the Catechism? 
First, it is not an invention of Martin Luther. The word Catechism comes from the Greek word for teach or 
instruct in the elements of religion. When we speak of the Catechism we speak minimally of the first three 
parts, the Ten Commandments, the Apostles' Creed, and the Lord's Prayer. However, we also include the 
Sacraments or the means of grace: Baptism, the Keys, and the Lord's Supper. These six chief parts of the 
Catechism have been the fundamentals for Christian instruction for nearly two thousand years.  
 
The Catechism properly refers only to Biblical passages. The Apostles' Creed is the only part of the 
Catechism that doesn't come directly from the Bible, yet it does teach clearly the teachings of the Bible. 
The Ten Commandments (Exodus 20), the Lord's Prayer (Matthew 6), Baptism (Matthew 28:19; Mark 
16:16), the Keys (John 20:21-23), and the Lord's Supper (Matthew 26, Mark 14, Luke 22, and 1 Cor. 11) 
are all taken directly from the Bible. Martin Luther wrote simple explanations to each of these parts of 
the Catechism, which have been of great benefit to the Church for nearly 500 years.  
 
The Catechism teaches you God's Law and Gospel in a simple way. It teaches you how to pray and where 
to receive God's grace. It is the single most important instruction for a Christian to learn. A Christian who 
does not know the basics of the Catechism should not receive the Lord's Supper. This is why we teach the 
Catechism to Confirmation students.   
 
So, why should you continue to learn your Catechism even after you've been confirmed and are allowed 
at the Lord's Table? Martin Luther writes, "There are manifold benefits and fruits still to be obtained, if it 
be daily read and practiced in thought and speech, namely, that the Holy Ghost is present in such reading 
and repetition and meditation, and bestows ever new and more light and devoutness, so that it is daily 
relished and appreciated better." The Catechism is God's Word. The Holy Spirit works through God's Word 
to increase faith and our understanding of his Word. Meditating daily on the Catechism will increase your 
faith, bring a greater understanding in worship and sermons, and a greater unity with your fellow 
Christians.  
 
Luther also warns, "Besides it is an exceedingly effectual help against the devil, the world, and the flesh 
and all evil thoughts to be occupied with the Word of God, and to speak of it, and meditate upon it." This 
is made clear in the first Psalm.  



 

 

 
Finally, Luther writes, "And if this were not sufficient to admonish us to read the Catechism daily, yet we 
should feel sufficiently constrained by the command of God alone, who solemnly enjoins in Deut. 6:6ff 
that we should always meditate upon his precepts, sitting, walking, standing, lying down, and rising, and 
have them before our eyes and in our hands as a constant mark and sign." 
 
So, I hope you see the need and great benefit of making the Catechism a central part of your daily prayer 
life. I also encourage you to come to Adult Bible Study every Sunday at 8:45 AM beginning on September 
10th. Let us learn the Catechism together.  
 
In Christ,  
 
Pastor Preus 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Request 
 

To add someone to the Sunday morning prayers, please call the Church 
office or speak to Pastor Preus on Sunday morning. 

 

The Lord’s Cupboard 
 

We are collecting any brand of Cereal for the month of September to be 
given to the Lord’s Cupboard. Please place your donations on the table in 
the Narthex. Your participation is greatly appreciated! 

 

Newsletter Deadline 
 

This is a friendly reminder that the deadline for the October Newsletter 
will be Tuesday, September 19th, 2017. Please e-mail information to Fred 
Grover at blindboyfred@hotmail.com. If you would like to receive an e-mail 
version of the newsletter, just call the church office or e-mail Linda at 
trinitysecr@centurylink.net with your e-mail address. Thank You - Fred 
Grover. 
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LWML Meeting Minutes 
Monday, July 17, 2017; 6:00 pm 

 

The ladies enjoyed a combination meeting and social evening out at Appanoose Rapids.   

Attendees:  Lea Ann Mercer, Annette Raebel and Sherrie Roberts 

President Annette Raebel opened the meeting by reading the LWML Pledge.  She also read the hymn 

“Lutheran Woman One and All” as a devotion. 

Secretary’s Minutes:  The minutes from the April 3rd LWML Meeting were approved as printed. 

Treasurer’s Report:  No Report 

Annette shared information from the LWML eNews: 

• The LWML logo has changed; it is now a gold heart with a purple cross above the heart and a 
teardrop within the heart design. 

• News from the LWML Convention: 
o Tee Up 4 Mites raised $15,255.78 with approximately 48 people participating. 
o The Mission in Motion/Mission Pledge Walk raised $72,683.06 with 1,132 participating. 
o A 75th Anniversary Thank Offering for the LWML Endowment received $51,884.84. 

 

The Spring District Zone Rally was held here at Trinity on April 22nd.  We received many nice comments 

about our hosting this event.  Thanks again to everyone here at Trinity who participated in making the 

rally such a wonderful success!  Annette later received a thank you letter and phone call asking if she or 

any of our LWML members might be interested in serving in a zone position.  Please contact Annette if 

you are interested in serving in this capacity.  

The IED LWML Fall Retreat will be held on September 8th and 9th at Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca.  The theme of the 

rally will be John 3:16.  If you are interested in attending, please contact Annette.  

Reports regarding Funeral Dinners, the Kitchen Committee and cards to Shut-Ins reflected all were 

running smoothly. 

There was further discussion about funeral dinners and whether to have the monthly funeral 

coordinator purchase all the food except for the desserts (which we would ask for volunteers to 

prepare) or continue as we currently do by purchasing the sandwiches and asking for volunteers to bring 

sides dishes and desserts.  The consensus was that we are in favor of the current set up as we feel it 

honors the deceased and their family members with more home cooked food. 

We discussed several fundraising ideas:  Fall Festival (to include outdoor grilling, crafts and vendors), 

Tasting Bee, T-Shirt sales, Holiday Cookie Walk and selling Starla’s Seasonings.  After discussion, we 

tentatively planned a Cookie Walk/Craft Corner/Holiday Secret Gift Shop/Luncheon for Saturday, 

December 2nd, from 10-1:00.  Further details will be discussed at the August meeting. 



 

 

We discussed the idea of starting a Social Committee to plan and organize two social events a year to 

promote fellowship among our members.  We will discuss it further at a better attended meeting. 

 

Annette asked for outreach ideas in the Ottumwa area (and elsewhere, like Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca) that we 

could support.  Sherrie is checking into “Wings of Refuge” in Iowa Falls and will report back at the next 

meeting. 

The next LWML Meeting will be held on Monday, August 16th, 6:00 pm, in the church basement. 

We closed the meeting with the Lord’s Prayer and the meeting adjourned at 7:15 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lea Ann Mercer 

LWML Secretary 

 

 

  



 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
Elders Meeting Minutes 

July 9, 2017 
 
 
Attendees: Greg Wetterich, John Schildmier, David Raebel, Paul Rabbass, Pastor Preus  
Open meeting:  Greg Wetterich opened the meeting at 8:45am 
Devotion/Opening Prayer: Pastor Preus  
Book of Concord Review:  Reviewed Article XXI (Worship of the Saints) 
 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Preus 
 Membership changes 

Transfer:  None 
Evelyn Kinney was confirmed on July 2. 

   
Pastor gave the Elders a list of people that should be considered for inactive status.  He has contacted 
several people to get an update on their situation.  A motion was duly made and seconded to place those 
specific people as inactive.  The motion passed.  Next steps will be determined according to the rules in 
the constitution.  
Pastor will make an announcement to see if there is anyone that wants to play the piano for the Saturday 
evening service.  A proposal was made using a service provided by issuesetc.org that costs $45 per service.  
Due to the additional cost, it was determined that the Saturday evening service would be without music 
until a better solution is found.  This begins in August.   

 
BUSINESS: 

 
David Raebel has established a new sign up list for being on a prayer chain.  The list of 
people that signed up was sent to the church office.   Most people wanted an email and 
a few folks wanted a phone call.  Don Bailey will lead the telephone calls.  Linda will put 
an announcement in the bulletin. 
 
The Elders would like to plan for a Welcome Sunday on September 10 to recognize our 
new members over the past year.  That would also be the first Sunday for Sunday 
School.   
 
The Elders would like the Church Council to spearhead a Mission Sunday to set up a 
mission(s) for the coming year.  This will educate our congregation on local missions as 
well as what is going on in the world.  

 
Don Bailey will need a backup for Head Usher starting in September. 
Linda can fold bulletins during that time. 
 
Pastor closed with a prayer at 9:45am. 

 
Next meeting was scheduled for 13 August at 8:45am (before the worship service). 

 

  



 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church Voter’s Meeting 

Saturday, July 29, 2017 

 

President Bill Ansley opened the meeting at 7:10 pm.  Pastor Preus opened the meeting with 

prayer. 

Attendees:  Billy Barker, Doris Fuhs, Renee Jones, John and Olivia Bohlmann, Bill Ansley and 

Pastor Preus. 

New Business:  Appointment of Nominating Committee:  Sheri Boettcher, Dawn Lewis and John 

Schildmier. 

Billy Barker moved and John Bohlmann seconded the motion to approve the proposed 

Nominating Committee.  Motion carried. 

After a short announcement, President Ansley adjourned the meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bill Ansley 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church Voter’s Meeting 

Sunday, July 30, 2017 

 

President Bill Ansley opened the meeting at 11:10 am.  Pastor Preus opened the meeting with 

prayer. 

Attendees:  John and Lea Ann Mercer, Norma Joseph, Bill and Kim Ansley, David and Annette 

Raebel, Elaine Haselhuhn, Janet Edgren, Lucille Arbogast, Ruth Angle, Jerry Angle, Willie and 

Sheri Boettcher, Charles Marble, Don Bailey, Susan Bragga, Josh and Becky Graeve, Bob Francis, 

Ron and Sherrie Roberts, Evelyn Klyn, Dave and Teresa Klyn, Dana Brown, Dennis and Mary 

Brown, Karen Nitzschke, Paul Rabbass, Charlie Rabbass, Pastor and Theresa Preus, Marilyn 

Bigham, Tyler Brown, Brenda Lewis, Rusty Parker, Deb Alexander, Lisa Ward, Kendra Gordon and 

Jim Meredith. 

David Raebel moved and Don Bailey seconded the motion to approve Jim Meredith as a voting 

member.  Motion carried. 

New Business:  Appointment of Nominating Committee:  Sheri Boettcher, Dawn Lewis and John 

Schildmier 

Don Bailey moved and Ron Roberts seconded the motion to approve the proposed Nominating 

Committee.  Motion carried. 

 



 

 

Bill announced there would be no August newsletter, but an early September newsletter to be 

published in August.  Please submit your information to Fred Grover by August 15th for the 

September newsletter. 

Bill commented that Trinity Lutheran is celebrating 81 years of ministry here in Ottumwa and 

noted that this is the second year Pastor Preus has been with us.  We are blessed on both 

counts. 

Pastor Preus announced that Bible Study will begin again on September 10th.  Meeting 

adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lea Ann Mercer 

 

Sunday and Wednesday School: The first day of Sunday School will be September 10th and the 

first day of Wednesday School will be September 13th at 6:00 p.m. 

Parents of Confirmation Students (grades 6-8): There will be a meeting with students, parents 

and pastor after church Sunday, September 10th. We will discuss the goals of instruction and 

criteria for confirmation. 

New Members Sunday: will be held September 10th. 

Sunday and Wednesday School Teachers: Teachers for the 2017-2018 school year will be installed 

Sunday, September 10th. 

2nd Annual Congregational Softball Game: This is the 2nd year for our softball game to be held on 

September 9th at 3:00 p.m. 

Sunday Adult Bible Study: Adult Bible Study will resume Sunday, September 10th at 8:45 a.m. 

We will study Luther’s Large Catechism in recognition of the 500th Anniversary of the 

Reformation. If you would like to have a copy of the Large Catechism the cost is $5.00. 
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 ~ September 2017 ~  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1  
 

2  
 6:00 p.m. Divine Worship 

3  
 10:00 a.m. Divine Worship 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
 6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible 
Breakfast at Country Kitchen 

8  
 

9  
 9-12:00 p.m. Swaddling 
Clothes 
 3:00 p.m. Congregational 
Softball Game 
 6:00 p.m. Divine Worship 

10  
 8:45 a.m. Sunday School/ 
Youth Group/Adult Bible 
Study 
10:00 a.m. Divine Worship/ 
Installation of Sunday and 
Wednesday School 
Teachers/New Members’ 
Sunday 
 11:00 a.m. Confirmation 
Students and Parents 
Meeting with Pastor 

11  
 

12  
Pastor at Circuit Meeting 

13  
 6-7:30 p.m. Wednesday 
School 
 7:00 p.m. Vespers 

14  
 6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible 
Breakfast at Country Kitchen 

15  
 

16  
 6:00 p.m. Divine Worship 

17  
 8:45 a.m. Sunday School/ 
Youth Group/Adult Bible 
Study 
 10:00 a.m. Divine Worship 

18  
 6:00 p.m. Council Meeting 

19  
 

20  
 6-7:30 p.m. Wednesday 
School 
 7:00 p.m. Vespers 

21  
 6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible 
Breakfast at Country Kitchen 

22  
 

23  
 6:00 p.m. Divine Worship 

24  
 8:45 a.m. Sunday School/ 
Youth Group/Adult Bible 
Study 
 10:00 a.m. Divine Worship 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 6-7:30 p.m. Wednesday 
School 
 7:00 p.m. Vespers 

28  
 6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible 
Breakfast at Country Kitchen 

29  
 

30  
 6:00 p.m. Divine Worship 

 Acolytes 
3rd Lucas Mattheisen 
10th Jadyn Hallgren 
17th Erynn Ward 
24th Sam Mattheisen 

 Usher  Altar Guild  Communion Elder 
 Greg Wetterich 

 


